
Chapel Service Example developed by Pastor James Bartz 

Chapel Service Date Here 
Service Location, Day, Time. 
 

God’s Divine Characteristics – Love –  
 

TODAY’S THEME:  God is love! 
 

Opening Hymn: “Lord of My Life, Whose Tender Care”     CW#232 
 

Lord of my life, whose tender care Has led me on till now, 
Here lowly, at the hour of prayer, Before your throne I bow. 
I bless your gracious hand and pray Forgiveness for another day. 
 

Oh, may I daily, hourly, strive In heav'nly grace to grow, 
To you and to your glory live, Dead to all else below! 
Tread in the path my Savior trod, Though thorny, yet the path of God. 
 

To you my humble praise I bring For mercies day by day. 
Lord, teach my heart your love to sing; Lord, teach me how to pray. 
All that I have and e'er can do I'll use to serve and honor you. 

 
CONFESSION OF SINS  &  ABSOLUTION 

 

P(astor): In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C(ongregation): Amen. 
 

P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness. 

 

C: Holy and Merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that 
I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions.  I have done 
what is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on 
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me, a sinner. 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of 
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

THE WORD 
The Old Testament Lesson:  Nahum 1:7-15 

God demonstrated his undeserved love by preserving the tribe of Judah from its enemies. 
 

 7The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble.  He cares for those who trust in 
him, 8but with an overwhelming flood he will make an end of Nineveh; he will 
pursue his foes into darkness.  9Whatever they plot against the LORD he will bring 
to an end; trouble will not come a second time.  10They will be entangled among 
thorns and drunk from their wine; they will be consumed like dry stubble.  11From 
you, O Nineveh, has one come forth who plots evil against the LORD and counsels 
wickedness.  12This is what the LORD says: “Although they have allies and are 
numerous, they will be cut off and pass away.  Although I have afflicted you, O 
Judah, I will afflict you no more.  13Now I will break their yoke from your neck and 
tear your shackles away.”  14The LORD has given a command concerning you, 
Nineveh: “You will have no descendants to bear your name.  I will destroy the 
carved images and cast idols that are in the temple of your gods.  I will prepare your 
grave, for you are vile.”   
 15Look, there on the mountains, the feet of one who brings good news, who 
proclaims peace! Celebrate your festivals, O Judah, and fulfill your vows.  No more 
will the wicked invade you; they will be completely destroyed. 

 
The Epistle Lesson:  1 John 4:7-16 

God is love and he wants us to reflect that same love towards others. 
 

7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who 
loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know 
God, because God is love. 9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his 
one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10This is love: not 
that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
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12No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love 
is made complete in us. 

13We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 
14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of 
the world. 15If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him 
and he in God. 16And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. 
 

Verse of the Day 
 

P: Alleluia.  Do not withhold your mercy from me, O LORD; may your love 
and your truth always protect me. may those who love your salvation 
always say, “The LORD be exalted!”  Alleluia.  (Psalm 40:11,16b) 

 
Gospel:  Mark 1:40-45 

Jesus demonstrated his love by healing a man with leprosy. 
 

40A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are 
willing, you can make me clean.” 

41Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am 
willing,” he said. “Be clean!” 42Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured. 

43Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: 44“See that you don’t tell 
this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that 
Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” 45Instead he went 
out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer 
enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to 
him from everywhere. 

 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 
 
HYMN:      “Love Is the Gracious Gift” CW#302 
 

Love is the gracious gift of your goodness; Love is the patient fruit of your care; 
Love is the gentle work of your Spirit, Who is the source of love ev'rywhere. 
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You loved me first, Lord, sending me Jesus. Then I responded, trusting your Son. 
Now you invite me to love my neighbor, Showing your true love to ev'ryone. 
 
 

Love means forgiveness, patience, and kindness; Love is not jealous, boastful, or rude. 
Love endures all things, bearing, believing; Love hopes forever, rejoices in truth. 
 

Love among Christians, love in the fam'ly, Love for the Savior, whose blood was shed, 
Love and submission one to another As unto Christ, who reigns as our head. 
 
Sermon Text:  1 John 4:7-16 

 

Sermon Theme:      “Dear Friends, Love One Another” 
1. Live in God and  
2. God will live in you 

 
Luther’s Morning Prayer 

All: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you 
have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day also from 
sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. Into your hands I 
commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that 
the wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

Prayer / Special Prayers 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Benediction 
 
Closing Hymn:  “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” CW#334 
                                          Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

 
                                                           Pastor information here… 

a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 
This service is sponsored by Martin Lutheran Elder  

Care Ministries. 
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