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Assisted Living Service Example Developed by Pastor Carl Pagel 
                                                 

December 21, 2021 
 

 

GOOD NEWS OF GREAT JOY 

 
Opening Hymn:  CW 55 “Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful” 
\ 1. Oh, come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, 
 Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 
 Come and behold him, Born the King of angels. 
 
Refrain: Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, 
  Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 
2. God from true God, and Light from Light eternal, 
 Born of a virgin, to earth he comes, 
 Only begotten Son of God the Father.   Refrain 
 
3. Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation; 
 Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above. 
 Glory to God, all Glory in the highest.   Refrain 
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M:  God, our Father, each day is a gift of your grace. 
C:  Your mercies are new every morning. 
M:  Guide our steps by the light of your Word. 
C:  Shield us from harm and keep us from evil. 
 
M:  Better than life is your love. 
C:  Put joy in our hearts and praise on our lips.  Alleluia! 
 
Prayer for Grace 
M: O Lord, your ears are always open to the prayers of your humble servants, 

who come to you in Jesus’ name. Teach us always to ask according to your 
will that we may never fail to obtain the blessings you have promised; through 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
First Lesson  Luke 2:1-7 (NIV84) 

 1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to his own town to register. 
4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 
5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 
was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and 
placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
 

M: Let us confess our sins to God our Father.   
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  For faithless 
 worrying and selfish pride, For sins of habit and sins of choice, For the 
 evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, You should cast me 
 away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  
 Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
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M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, 
 God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the 
 word of Christ through his called servant: 
 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of 
 the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
Message for Today:   Luke 2:10-11 (NIV84  

  10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  
 

Good News of Great Joy! 
1.  Christ, the Savior, is born! 

2.  He is the Savior for all! 
 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
All:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he 
rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
Blessing 
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M:   May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to himself.  May the power of the Lord 
Jesus make us strong to do his will.  May the peace of the Lord Jesus fill our 
lives. 

C:    Amen. 
Closing Hymn: CW 68 “Away in a Manger” 
 

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
 The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
 The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
 But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 
 And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
 Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
 Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
 And take us to heaven to live with you there. 
 
Bonus Hymn:  CW 60 “Silent Night” 
 

1.  Silent night! Holy night! 
     All is calm, all is bright, 
     Round yon virgin mother and child. 
     Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
     Sleep in heavenly peace, 
     Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
2.  Silent night! Holy night!        3. Silent night! Holy night! 
     Shepherds quake at the sight.           Son of God, love’s pure light 
     Glories stream from heaven afar;           Radiant beams from thy holy face 
     Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia;           With the dawn of redeeming grace 
     Christ, the Savior, is born!            Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
     Christ, the Savior, is born!            Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The service is brought to you by volunteers from: 
Grace Lutheran Church, 404 E. Glenlord Road, 

St. Joseph, MI; (269) 429-4941 
This service is sponsored by Martin Luther Elder Care Ministries 
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